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And although generally mystic experiences (as being so much what
is felt rather than intellectually known) are in their nature incommuni-
cable and incapable of articulate self-description, one can definitely
assert that they tend to establish optimism and advaitism or monism.
Mysticism in modern Europe is said to be directly due to Neo-
Platonism and indirectly to Indian and Persian influences.
ct There is no doubt " (says Prof. Inge) " that the philosophers of
Asia were held in reverence at this period. Origen, in justifying an
esoteric mystery-religion for the educated and a mythical religion for
the vulgar, appeals to the example of the ' Persians and Indians.9
And Philostratus, in his Life of Apollonius of Tyana, says or makes
his herd say, that while we wish. to live in the presence of God,
(the Indians alone succeed in doing so.9 And certainly there are parts
of Plotinus and still more of his successors, which strongly suggest
Asiatic influences."
Even this slight tribute to the Asiatic origin of European mysti-
cism, Western writers are unwilling to accord. One calls it non-
sense ; another says it is of secondary importance with an uncertain
sound.
We have no quarrel on tHs score with those who may be inclined
to take a different view of the historical origin of European mysticism.
We shall not be sorry, if it turns out to be totally the outcome of an
independent development of thought, suggestive of an independent
originality.
It would be all the better for our argument, since European thought,
in that view of the matter, would furnish an independent confirma-
tion of the Indian thought.
And whatever merit is discovered or acknowledged in the one
must be acknowledged in the other, just as whatever objections may
apply to the one must apply to the other. If the mysticism of any
of the well-known Christian mystics be deemed unexceptionable, the
Indian Veddnta ought to be freed from the obloquy cast upon it.1
Mysticism is essentially religious in its character; it is always in
quest of the Divine truth, and that Divine truth is that there is one
1 According to Max Muller, the objec- apply with even greater force to Christian
lions that are urged, against the Veddnta   mysticism see " Theosophy," p. 526.

